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         Gino Serra, Eleanor Brook, Robin Kuipers, Daniel van de Venter and Marle du Toit 

 

 
The climbers that take other routes usually reach base camp on day six or seven. From base camp the team’s 
summit ascent started just after midnight on the 9th of September and after facing severe altitude sickness, 
hyperthermia and delusions, they all managed to reach Uhuru Peak shortly after 6:00 that morning. “It is the most 
difficult thing I have ever done. I’m glad I did it, but never again” said Eleanor on her return. Home of Hope thanks 
Tullow Oil, R&S Consulting, Ilingua, Red Alert, Nicci Ferguson Attorneys, PMAT, JP Project Management, 
Stimulus Maksima, RW Brook, C Hartogh, Erik Kapush, Faye Coulson, D Arden, H Thiart, Monsieur Pierr, 
Jessica Langley, Catherine, Mrs Taylor and Hans Uriot for their wonderful financial contributions towards the 
Kilimanjaro challenge. There were several other wonderful donors for who we don’t have references; we thank 
them too. The Journey to Greatness would not have been the success that was without their support.  

Home of Hope Founder and CEO, Eleanor 
Brook, with Daniel van de Venter, Gino 
Serra, Marle du Toit and Robin Kuipers 
undertook the biggest challenge of their 
lives in September this year and climbed 
Mount Kilimanjaro by the most challenging 
route, Umbwe, which has a failure rate of 
75%, in a bid to raise awareness of the 
challenges faced by children who suffer 
from Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders 
(FASD) and to raise funds for Amathemba; 
Home of Hope’s special needs school for 
children with FASD and similar 
neurodevelopment delays. There are many 
much easier routes by which to summit 
Kilimanjaro, but Umbwe was chosen for the 
specific challenge it presented which 
personified the immense challenges faced 
by those who suffer from FASD. 

Climbing Kilimanjaro is more treacherous 
than the brochures will allow you to believe; 
only 40% of climbers who attempt Kili 
actually reach the summit. Furthermore 
approximately 10 deaths and 1000 
evacuations occur every year; the main 
cause of death being altitude sickness. 
Needless to say that the challenge for our 
team was very real and that reaching the 
summit via Umbwe would be extremely 
difficult… It certainly was. The team arrived 
at base camp on day four on the mountain 
and at that stage most of them had been 
treated for altitude sickness given that they 
hardly had any time to acclimatize.      
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Hanneline Thiart 
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After many years of dedication, hard work and self sacrifice, Hanneline Thiart, more 
affectionately known as Bobba, has retired. Bobba was a Home of Hope caregiver and 
foster mother since the organisation started in 2005. She will be forever loved by the 
children she looked after, whose lives she touched and changed for the better and also 
by every staff member at Home of Hope. We already miss having her around, but we 
are lucky that she is still in the area so we do still get to see her from time to time when 
she pops back in for a quick visit. Home of Hope thanks Bobba for her many years of 
dedication and for her immense love for the children, may she be blessed in her golden 
retirement years.   

Coupled to the Journey to Greatness 
challenge we had a commercial running 
on DStv as well as an sms campaign to 
raise funds much needed for our 
Amathemba school. We thank TinToy 
Productions for the brilliant ad which they 
conceptualized, filmed and produced pro-
bono and also DStv for sponsoring the 
advertising space. The sms number 
48889 was also very kindly sponsored by 
Vodacom so that the full R10 per sms 
comes directly to Home of Hope. The 
great thing is that we can still use the 
number to August 2014 provided that the 
smsses keep coming so we ask that you 
all remember the number and help us by 
making donations via sms to 48889. 
 

Our Amathemba preschool children 
have started weekly swimming lessons 
with Tamara and Jessica at Ocean 
Reef Swimming Academy. Children 
who suffer from FASD often have poor 
muscle tone so the swimming lessons 
will greatly help strengthen and 
condition their little muscles. Initially a 
few of them were a bit apprehensive 
and afraid, but they soon realized how 
much fun it is and now they can’t wait 
for swimming Wednesdays… 
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Dublin Fundraisers 

                                                                                      
         Cath Barker and Chris O’Connell        Mike Walsh and Larry O’Connor 
 

Home of Hope Ladies Lunch 

    
 

 
Winners of the best dressed category 
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Home of Hope was the beneficiary of two fantastic 
fundraising events that were held in Dublin, Ireland 
during September this year. These events were 
organized by our wonderful friends in Ireland; one 
by Mike Walsh, Des Crowley, Chris O’Connell, 
Patricia Ryan, Martina Murphy, Cath Barker and 
Larry O’Connor and the other by Susie and Sally 
Roddy. Both events were a great success and 
were greatly enjoyed by all who attended. Home of 
Hope is truly blessed to be the beneficiary of such 
kindness and generosity; we thank the organizers 
of these events and also all the participants.  
  

Our last fundraising event for the year was our Annual Ladies Lunch 
which was held at On the Rocks on Saturday 31 August. The event 
was themed Greek Goddesses and even though the weather was a 
bit chilly, all the ladies dressed to the nines. They all looked 
absolutely fabulous in their Greek Goddess outfits; to the casual on-
looker it would not have been difficult to imagine what a gathering of 
goddesses on Mount Olympus might have looked like back in the 
day... Everyone had an absolutely wonderful time and the ladies 
were all in such good spirit which created a warm and fun 
atmosphere in the venue in spite of the chill outside.  
 
It certainly was an event to be remembered. If you have never been 
to a Home of Hope Ladies Lunch, be sure not to miss out next year, 
you won’t be disappointed...  

2013 was probably one of the most challenging years we’ve 
ever faced at Home of Hope; particularly from a funding 
perspective. We would be lying if we said that there wasn’t one 
month that we weren’t worried about our financial situation. 
Having said that; there was not one month that we weren’t able 
provide for our children. It is an absolute miracle that we have 
been able to keep head above water in a time when many 
NPOs have had to close their doors and we give all honor and 
thanks to our mighty God who provided for us through every 
one of our amazing benefactors. Home of Hope is filled with 
gratitude towards all our wonderful supporters who make it 
possible for us to continue providing our children with the 
highest quality of care and education. We thank you. 

 

For more information about 
Home of Hope contact Jessica 
or Marilize at 021 556 3573 or 

visit our website at 
www.homeofhope.co.za 


